
Prayer: O God, we thank you, for creating the holy angels, which serve you and help us. May 

we, with your holy angels, ever worship you, and give you thanks. For you are the eternal Triune 

God, and there is no one who can be compared to you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 

Text: Genesis 28:10-17 (D41) Old Testament: St. Michael & All Angels (One-Year 

Lectionary) 

Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11And he came to a certain place and stayed there 

that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head 

and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on 

the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and 

descending on it! 13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, "I am the LORD, the God of 

Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to 

your offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad 

to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall 

all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you 

go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you." 16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place, 

and I did not know it." 17 And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none 

other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." 

 

Theme: “Surely the Lord is in this place, and it is here that we worship him with the 

angels.” 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, the Danish hymn-writer, Hans Brorson, in one of his 

well-known hymns, sings: “I walk with angels all the way; they shield me and befriend me. All 

Satan’s power is held at bay, when Heavenly hosts attend me. They are my sure defense, all fear 

and sorrow, hence! Unharmed by foes, do what they may, I walk with angels all the way.”1 My 

friends, this beautiful poetry is not just the stuff of imaginary fluff, but rather, is completely true! 

Angels are very real. They are not just some mythological creatures that people used to believe 

in, like fairies or something. No, they are real spirit beings whom God has made. God made the 

angels at the beginning of time to serve him. We heard about two of these angels that God 

created, who are mentioned by name, in our Second Lesson from today. We heard about the 

great dragon, or Satan, who was once an angel, before he rebelled against God and was thrown 
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out of Heaven. He is of course, the chief enemy of God and the angels, and is our enemy too, 

who does all that he can to destroy us. And we also heard about Michael, the archangel, the chief 

angel of God, who leads God’s army of angels who protect us from the devil and all of his lies. 

Yes, we do, indeed, walk with St. Michael and his holy angels all the way of life’s journey. Even 

though we can’t see them, God sends these, his holy angels, to us, to guard and keep us.2 Today, 

on this the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, we consider these holy angels, and we see that 

they not only protect us from evil, but that they also worship God with us. The angels help us to 

sing God’s praises! And so today, we consider the theme: “Surely the Lord is in this place, and 

it is here that we worship him with the angels.” 

In our text today, from the Old Testament, we see Jacob, the son of Isaac, who, in a time 

of trouble, was privileged to see a vision of the Lord God, along with his angels descending to 

earth and ascending back up to Heaven. This was a comforting vision for Jacob. Just before this, 

Jacob had totally “burned his bridges,” with his family. He had sinned by tricking his very aged, 

blind father into blessing him with the inheritance instead of his brother, Esau. To make matters 

worse, Rebekah, his mother had connived with him to perform this trickery and deceit. 

So…family strife…And when Esau, who was busy hunting during all of this, found out what 

Jacob, had done, he threatened to kill his brother. We get the impression that Esau was not a very 

nice guy… We’re explicitly told that he was not a believer in God, like the rest of his family,3 

and that he married two Hittite women, who were unbelievers.4 He’s also described for us as a 

“skillful hunter,” a big, scary, Arnold Schwarzenegger-type guy you wouldn’t want to mess with. 

Whereas, the Bible speaks of Jacob as, quote: “a quiet man dwelling in tents.” So, quiet, little 
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Jacob, who had just outsmarted his oaf of a brother, was now on the run for his life, fleeing to his 

uncle, Laban for help. Jacob had sinned... He had lied to his father and cheated his brother, Esau 

out of his inheritance.  

Jacob had messed up his life big time. He was on the run, frightened and troubled. But 

then, in the midst of his troubles, God appeared to him as he slept. He appeared with his holy 

angels marching up and down a “ladder” or “stairway” to Heaven. These angels are here pictured 

as continually going back and forth between Heaven and earth, constantly doing the work that 

the Lord had given to them to do. You see, the angels are always working for God day and night. 

They glorify God in their actions and in their songs of praises to him. And in his dream, Jacob 

got to see them worshipping God with their actions and songs. What a vision to see in one’s 

dream! And in his dream, God lovingly reassured Jacob and told him, “I am the LORD, the God 

of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to 

your offspring. Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to 

the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all 

the families of the earth be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, 

and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you.” Despite the fact that Jacob had just sinned against his family, and had gotten 

himself into huge trouble, God was still helping him and being gracious to him. God appeared to 

Jacob, reassuring him of the fact that, although he was an undeserving sinner, he was still going 

to give him great things. God promised Jacob that he would give him a family, offspring as great 

as “the dust of the earth,” and that he and his family would one day return home. God promised 

Jacob, that in spite of all of his trickery and conniving, he would still bless him and give him a 

great inheritance. And not only that, but God also made the same amazing promise to Jacob that 



he had made to his father Isaac, and his grandfather, Abraham, that the Messiah, the promised 

Savior would come from his family line. These are great promise made by God to a sinful man 

who did not deserve them. This was all by God’s grace alone. If anything, Jacob, deserved to 

have to live with the consequences of his sin, estranged from his family, and cut off from 

blessings, but instead, God, here, blesses Jacob, helps him and comforts him with great and 

marvelous promises. When Jacob awoke from his dream, he declared, “Surely the LORD is in 

this place, and I did not know it. How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of 

God, and this is the gate of heaven.” Jacob worshiped God and gave him thanks for his 

undeserved grace and favor, for the undeserved help that God had given to him.  

Now, we may not be on the run, in the wilderness, like Jacob was. But I can guarantee 

you that we, here, are all “on the run from something” in our life right now that is threatening to 

destroy our peace and happiness. Each of us has our own struggles that we face. We all have 

baggage that we checked at the door this morning, when we came into church. Perhaps we, like 

Jacob, are facing family problems right now. Perhaps we’re running from some disease that 

threatens our life and health. Perhaps we’re running from problems at school, or problems at our 

jobs. There are many, huge, Esau-sized problems that threaten us and challenge us in our lives… 

Or perhaps, we are feeling the guilt of our many sins, our many sins and failures that trouble us, 

that have taken us to a place where we don’t want to be in life, even as Jacob’s sins had brought 

him to the wilderness. But it is here, in church, where we can rest and lay down our weary heads, 

and think, and pray, and take a load off. It is here that we, like Jacob, encounter the Lord God 

who is mighty and strong to help us! Our God, who is stronger than all of our problems, is here 

with us, to reassure us with his Word. It is here, in his Word that God promises us many great 

and wonderful things. Even as he promised Jacob a large family and a huge inheritance, one day, 



so also, God has promised us, that, by faith in Jesus, we are part of an eternal family of believers, 

as great as the dust of the earth, and that we will all be together forever, and receive the 

inheritance that he has prepared for us in his heavenly kingdom one day. And even as God 

promised to Jacob: “I am with you and will keep you wherever you go,” so also, he promises us 

that whatever happens he is also with us, that we are never alone in this life, that he and his holy 

angels are always by our side to help us and to fight for us! These are the things that God 

promises to us in his Word, these are the wonderful promises that have been spoken from this 

pulpit countless times, and they remain true forever. Even as God was gracious to Jacob, and 

helped him in spite of his sinfulness, so also God is gracious to us, and helps us, in spite of our 

many sins, and promises to be with us always. It is in the middle of the wilderness that is this 

sinful world, that our God comes to us, here in this church, and help us with his presence. It is 

here that he shows us his love as he is surely in this place. Here, God forgives us all of our sins, 

and speaks to us in his Word. God is here, personally, in his Word and in his sacraments to help 

us. (In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus, God’s Son, is literally present with us, with his holy immortal, 

body and blood in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins.) It is because of this, that we, 

along with Jacob can declare concerning this place, concerning this church building, “Surely the 

LORD is in this place…How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, 

and this is the gate of heaven.”  

And as God helps us, refreshes us, and gives our weary souls rest, as he declares his 

promises to us, and forgives us all of our sins for Jesus’ sake, as he does these wonderful things 

for us poor sinners, here in church, the holy angels rejoice and sing praises to God with us! The 

angels love God, and they love us, and they marvel at, and rejoice in God’s great love for us, his 

human creatures. Jesus tells us that there is “joy in the presence of the angels of God over one 



sinner who repents.”5 The angels want all of us to be with them in God’s Heavenly Kingdom 

forever, and so they praise God whenever, by his grace, a sinner is brought back to God. They 

rejoice when we repent of our sins, and receive God’s forgiveness. Here in church, the angels 

sing with us, as we praise God and give him thanks for his forgiveness and love. In fact, two of 

the songs that we sing in our liturgy, in our order of service, come directly from the angels 

themselves: The Gloria in Exclesis Deo, where we sing: “Glory to God in the highest and on 

earth peace, goodwill toward men.”6 This is the song that the angels first sang from the skies to 

the shepherds of Bethlehem, on the night when Jesus, the Savior was born. Glory be to God, who 

has a good will towards us, who is at peace with us through Jesus Christ, our Savior. And we 

also sing the “Sanctus,” the song, that Isaiah heard the Seraphim angels continuously singing 

before God’s throne. They sing, and we sing with them, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of the 

heavenly hosts, heaven and earth are full of his glory!”7 We sing with the angels, and praise God 

for his great love for us. Every Sunday, here in church, we get to sing with angels. How cool is 

that! How truly awesome is this place! How awesome is our God’s love and grace towards us in 

Jesus Christ!  

My friends as we go forward into this week, let us be encouraged. Let us take comfort 

knowing that God is with us and that he has his holy angels watching over us. Even as we face 

many troubles, and even though we are often on the run from many things in life, let us be 

reminded that our God is with us to give us strength. We are never, ever alone! We walk with 

angels all the way. We sing God’s praises with his holy angels here in church, and we will sing 

with them in God’s heavenly kingdom forever; and this all by God’s grace! Praise be to our 
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Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for his holy angels, and for his great love for us poor 

sinners, now and forever! Amen.  


